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§ 660.332 Allocations.
(a) General. The commercial portion

of the Pacific Coast groundfish fishery,
excluding the treaty Indian fishery, is
divided into limited entry and open ac-
cess fisheries. Separate allocations for
the limited entry and open access fish-
eries will be established annually for
certain species and/or areas using the
procedures described in this subpart or
the PCGFMP.

(1) Limited entry allocation. The allo-
cation for the limited entry fishery is
the allowable catch (harvest guideline
or quota excluding set asides for rec-
reational or tribal Indian fisheries)
minus the allocation to the open access
fishery.

(2) Open access allocation. The alloca-
tion for the open access fishery is de-
rived by applying the open access allo-
cation percentage to the annual har-
vest guideline or quota after sub-
tracting any set asides for recreational
or tribal Indian fisheries. For manage-
ment areas where quotas or harvest
guidelines for a stock are not fully uti-
lized, no separate allocation will be es-
tablished for the open access fishery
until it is projected that the allowable
catch for a species will be reached.

(b) Open access allocation percentage.
For each species with a harvest guide-
line or quota, the initial open access
allocation percentage is calculated by:

(1) Computing the total catch for
that species during the window period
by any vessel that does not initially re-
ceive a limited entry permit.

(2) Dividing that amount by the total
catch during the window period by all
gear.

(3) The guidelines in this paragraph
(b)(3) apply to recalculation of the open
access allocation percentage. Any re-
calculated allocation percentage will
be used in calculating the following
year’s open access allocation. If a gear
type is prohibited by a state or the
Secretary and a vessel thereby quali-
fies for a limited entry permit under
this subpart, or if a small limited entry
fleet is incorporated into the limited
entry fishery under § 660.338, the win-
dow-period catch of these vessels will
be deducted from the open access fish-
ery’s historical catch levels and the
open access allocation percentage re-
calculated accordingly.

(c) Catch accounting between the lim-
ited entry and open access fisheries. Any
groundfish caught by a vessel with a
limited entry permit will be counted
against the limited entry allocation
while the limited entry fishery for that
vessel’s limited entry gear is open.
When the fishery for a vessel’s limited
entry gear has closed, groundfish
caught by that vessel with open access
gear will be counted against the open
access allocation. All groundfish
caught by vessels without limited
entry permits will be counted against
the open access allocation.

(d) Additional guidelines. Additional
guidelines governing determination of
the limited entry and open access allo-
cations are in the PCGFMP.

(e) Treaty Indian fisheries. Certain
amounts of groundfish may be set aside
annually for tribal fisheries prior to di-
viding the balance of the allowable
catch between the limited entry and
open access fisheries. Tribal fisheries
conducted under a set-aside are not
subject to the regulations governing
limited entry and open access fisheries.

(f) Recreational fisheries. Recreational
fishing for groundfish is outside the
scope of, and not affected by, the regu-
lations governing limited entry and
open access fisheries. Certain amounts
of groundfish may be specifically allo-
cated to the recreational fishery, and
will be set aside prior to dividing the
commercial allocation between the
commercial limited entry and open ac-
cess fisheries.

§ 660.333 Limited entry fishery—gen-
eral.

(a) General. Participation in the lim-
ited entry fishery requires that the
owner of a vessel hold (by ownership or
otherwise) a limited entry permit af-
fixed with a gear endorsement reg-
istered for use with that vessel for the
gear being fished. A sablefish endorse-
ment is also required for a vessel to
participate in the regular and/or mop-
up seasons for the nontrawl, limited
entry sablefish fishery, north of 36° N.
lat. There are three types of gear en-
dorsements: ‘‘A,’’ ‘‘Provisional A,’’ and
‘‘Designated species B.’’ More than one
type of gear endorsement may be af-
fixed to a limited entry permit. While
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the limited entry fishery is open, ves-
sels fishing under limited entry per-
mits may also fish with open access
gear; except that during a period when
the limited entry fixed gear sablefish
fishery is limited to those vessels with
sablefish endorsements, a longline or
pot (or trap) limited entry permit hold-
er without a sablefish endorsement
may not fish for sablefish with open ac-
cess gear.

(b) Renewal of limited entry permits
and gear endorsements.

(1) Limited entry permits expire at
the end of each calendar year, and
must be renewed between October 1 and
November 30 of each year in order to
remain in force the following year.

(2) Notification to renew limited
entry permits will be issued by FMD
prior to September 1 each year to the
most recent address of the permit
owner. The permit owner shall provide
FMD with notice of any address change
within 15 days of the change.

(3) A limited entry permit that is al-
lowed to expire will not be renewed un-
less the FMD determines that failure
to renew was proximately caused by
the illness, injury, or death of the per-
mit owner.

(c) Transfer and registration of limited
entry permits and gear endorsements. (1)
When the SFD transfers the limited
entry permit on behalf of the permit
holder, the SFD will reissue the permit
in the name of the new permit holder
with such gear and, if applicable, spe-
cies endorsements and tier assignments
as are eligible for transfer with the per-
mit. Permit transfers will take effect
on the first day of the next major lim-
ited entry cumulative limit period fol-
lowing the date of the transfer. Trans-
fers of permits designated as partici-
pating in the ‘‘B’’ platoon will become
effective on the first day of the next
‘‘B’’ platoon major limited entry cumu-
lative limit period following the date
of the transfer. No transfer is effective
until the limited entry permit has been
reissued as registered with the new ves-
sel and the permit is in the possession
of the new permit holder.

(2) A limited entry permit may not
be used with a vessel unless it is reg-
istered for use with that vessel. Lim-
ited entry permits will normally be
registered for use with a particular ves-

sel at the time the permit is issued, re-
newed, transferred, or replaced. A per-
mit not registered for use with a par-
ticular vessel may not be used. If the
permit will be used with a vessel other
than the one registered on the permit,
a registration for use with the new ves-
sel must be obtained from the SFD and
placed on board the vessel before it is
used under the permit. Registration of
a permit to be used with a new vessel
will take effect on the first day of the
next major limited entry cumulative
limit period following the date of the
transfer.

(3) The major limited entry cumu-
lative limit periods will be announced
in the FEDERAL REGISTER each year
with the annual specifications and
management measures, or with routine
management measures when the cumu-
lative limit periods are changed.

(4) Application forms for the transfer
and registration of limited entry per-
mits are available from the FMD (see
part 600 for address of the Regional Di-
rector). Contents of the application,
and required supporting documenta-
tion, are specified in the application
form.

(5) The FMD will maintain records of
all limited entry permits that have
been issued, renewed, transferred, reg-
istered, or replaced.

(d) Evidence and burden of proof. A
vessel owner (or persons holding lim-
ited entry rights under the express
terms of a written contract) applying
for issuance, renewal, transfer, or reg-
istration of a limited entry permit has
the burden to provide evidence that
qualification requirements are met.
The owner of a permit endorsed for
longline or trap (or pot) gear applying
for a sablefish endorsement or a tier
assignment under § 660.336, paragraph
(c) or (d) has the burden to submit evi-
dence to prove that qualification re-
quirements are met. A permit holder
applying to register a limited entry
permit has the burden to submit evi-
dence to prove that registration re-
quirements are met. The following evi-
dentiary standards apply:

(1) A certified copy of the current
vessel document (USCG or state) is the
best evidence of vessel ownership and
LOA.
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(2) A certified copy of a state fish re-
ceiving ticket is the best evidence of a
landing, and of the type of gear used.

(3) A copy of a written contract re-
serving or conveying limited entry
rights is the best evidence of reserved
or acquired rights.

(4) Such other relevant, credible evi-
dence as the applicant may submit, or
the FMD or the Regional Director re-
quest or acquire, may also be consid-
ered.

(e) Initial decisions. Initial decisions
regarding issuance, renewal, transfer,
and registration of limited entry per-
mits, and endorsement upgrade, will be
made by the FMD.

Adverse decisions shall be in writing
and shall state the reasons therefor.
The FMD may decline to act on an ap-
plication for issuance, renewal, trans-
fer, or registration of a limited entry
permit if the permit sanction provi-
sions of the Magnuson Act at 16 U.S.C.
1858(a) and implementing regulations
at 15 CFR part 904, subpart D, apply.

(f) Transfers. Limited entry permits
are transferable as follows:

(1) The permit owner may transfer
(by sale, assignment, lease, bequest, in-
testate succession, barter, trade, gift,
or other form of conveyance) the lim-
ited entry permit to a different person.
The permit holder may register the
permit for use with a different vessel
under the same ownership, subject to
the conditions set forth in this subpart.

(2) Limited entry permits may not be
transferred to a different holder or reg-
istered for use with a different vessel
more than once every 12 months, ex-
cept in cases of death of the permit
holder or if the permitted vessel is to-
tally lost, as defined at § 600.302. The
exception for death of a permit holder
applies for a permit held by a partner-
ship or a corporation if the person or
persons holding at least 50 percent of
the ownership interest in the entity
dies. When a permit transferred from
one holder to another holder is ini-
tially ‘‘unidentified’’ with regard to
vessel registration, or when a permit’s
vessel registration is otherwise ‘‘un-
identified’’, the transaction is not con-
sidered a ‘‘transfer’’ for purposes of
this restriction until the permit is reg-
istered for use with a specific vessel.

(3) Except as provided in §§ 660.335(b),
660.336(b), and 660.337(b)(2), only ‘‘A’’
gear endorsements remain valid with
the transfer of a limited entry permit.

(g) Eligibility. Only a person eligible
to own a documented vessel under the
terms of 46 U.S.C. 12102(a) may be
issued or may hold (by ownership or
otherwise) a limited entry permit.

(h) Vessel size endorsements—(1) Gen-
eral. The limited entry permit will be
endorsed with the LOA for the size of
the vessel that initially qualified for
the permit, except:

(i) If the permit was initially issued
under section 14.3.2.3.8 of the FMP [re
pre-1991 replacement vessels qualifying
for ‘‘provisional A’’ permits] for a re-
placement vessel that was more than 5
ft (1.52 m) longer than the replaced ves-
sel, the permit will be endorsed for the
size of the replacement vessel.

(ii) If the permit was initially issued
to a replacement trawl vessel that was
more than 5 ft (1.52 m) shorter than the
replaced vessel, it will be endorsed for
the size of the smaller replacement
vessel.

(iii) If the permit is registered for use
with a trawl vessel that is more than 5
ft (1.52 m) shorter than the size for
which the permit is endorsed, it will be
endorsed for the size of the smaller ves-
sel.

(iv) When permits are combined into
one permit to be registered for use with
a vessel requiring a larger size endorse-
ment, the new permit will be endorsed
for the size of the larger vessel.

(2) Limitations of size endorsements—(i)
A limited entry permit endorsed only
for gear other than trawl gear may be
registered for use with a vessel up to 5
ft (1.52 m) longer than, the same length
as, or any length shorter than, the size
endorsed on the existing permit with-
out requiring a combination of permits
under paragraph (i) of this section or a
change in the size endorsement.

(ii) A limited entry permit endorsed
for trawl gear may be registered for use
with a vessel between 5 ft (1.52 m)
shorter and 5 ft (1.52 m) longer than the
size endorsed on the existing permit
without requiring a combination of
permits under paragraph (i) of this sec-
tion or a change in the size endorse-
ment under paragraph (h)(1)(iii) of this
section.
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(iii) Two or more limited entry per-
mits with ‘‘A’’ gear endorsements for
the same type of limited entry gear
may be combined and reissued as a sin-
gle permit with a larger size endorse-
ment. With respect to permits endorsed
for nontrawl limited entry gear, a sa-
blefish endorsement will be issued for
the new permit only if all of the per-
mits being combined have sablefish en-
dorsements. If two or more permits
with sablefish endorsements are com-
bined, the new permit will receive the
same tier assignment as the tier with
the largest cumulative landing limit of
the permits being combined. The vessel
harvest capacity rating for each of the
permits being combined is that indi-
cated in Table 2 of this part for the
LOA (in feet) endorsed on the respec-
tive limited entry permit. Harvest ca-
pacity ratings for fractions of a foot in
vessel length will be determined by
multiplying the fraction of a foot in
vessel length by the difference in the
two ratings assigned to the nearest in-
tegers of vessel length. The length rat-
ing for the combined permit is that in-
dicated for the sum of the vessel har-
vest capacity ratings for each permit
being combined. If that sum falls be-
tween the sums for two adjacent
lengths on Table 2 of this part, the
length rating shall be the higher
length.

(i) Limited entry permits indivisible.
Limited entry permits may not be di-
vided for use by more than one vessel.

[61 FR 34572, July 2, 1996, as amended at 62
FR 34674, June 27, 1997; 63 FR 34608, June 25,
1998; 63 FR 38114, July 15, 1998; 63 FR 40067,
July 27, 1998; 64 FR 41044, July 29, 1999]

§ 660.334 Limited entry permits—’’A’’
endorsement.

(a) A limited entry permit with an
‘‘A’’ endorsement entitles the holder to
participate in the limited entry fishery
for all groundfish species with the
type(s) of limited entry gear specified
in the endorsement, except for sable-
fish harvested north of 36° N. lat. dur-
ing times and with gears for which a
sablefish endorsement is required. See
§ 660.336 for provisions regarding sable-
fish endorsement requirements.

(b) An ‘‘A’’ endorsement is transfer-
able with the limited entry permit to
another person, or a different vessel

under the same ownership under
§ 660.333.

(c) An ‘‘A’’ endorsement expires on
failure to renew the limited entry per-
mit to which it is affixed (see § 660.333).

[61 FR 34572, July 2, 1996, as amended at 62
FR 34674, June 27, 1997]

§ 660.335 Limited entry permits—’’Pro-
visional A’’ endorsement.

(a) A ‘‘provisional A’’ endorsement
entitles the holder to participate in the
limited entry fishery for all groundfish
species with the type(s) of limited
entry gear specified in the endorse-
ment, except for sablefish harvested
north of 36° N. lat. during times and
with gears for which a fixed gear sable-
fish endorsement is required. See
§ 660.336 for provisions regarding sable-
fish endorsement requirements.

(b) A ‘‘provisional A’’ endorsement is
not transferrable except as specified in
the PCGFMP.

(c) The holder of a ‘‘provisional A’’
endorsement must comply with the re-
quirements set out in the PCGFMP at
14.3.2.4 in order for the permit to be up-
graded to an ‘‘A’’ permit.

(d) A ‘‘provisional A’’ endorsement
expires at the end of any of the three
consecutive 365-day periods (during the
3-year qualifying period) in which a
vessel’s landings do not meet the appli-
cable landing requirement or upon fail-
ure to renew the limited entry permit.
A ‘‘provisional A’’ endorsement that
expires will not be reissued.

[61 FR 34572, July 2, 1996, as amended at 62
FR 34674, June 27, 1997]

§ 660.336 Limited entry permits—sable-
fish endorsement and tier assign-
ment.

(a) General. Participation in the lim-
ited entry fixed gear sablefish fishery
during the ‘‘regular’’ or ‘‘mop-up’’ sea-
son described in § 660.323 (a)(2)(iii) and
(iv) north of 36° N. lat., requires that an
owner of a vessel hold (by ownership or
otherwise) a limited entry permit, reg-
istered for use with that vessel, with a
longline or trap (or pot) endorsement
and a sablefish endorsement. During a
period when the limited entry sablefish
fishery is restricted to those limited
entry vessels with sablefish endorse-
ments, a vessel with a longline or pot
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